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Equity in Transportation

• Accessible, affordable and safe transportation for everyone in the 
community resulting in fair distribution of transportation resources, benefits, 
costs, programs and services based upon differences in income, ability and 
other factors affecting transportation choice and impact.

• Transportation Provider Perspective:
• Fair distribution of service levels and investments required to maintain parity



23 USC Section 201 – Federal and Tribal 
Lands Transportation Programs
• (a)PURPOSE.—Recognizing the need for all public Federal and tribal 

transportation facilities to be treated under uniform policies similar to
the policies that apply to Federal-aid highways and other public 
transportation facilities, 

• the Secretary of Transportation, in collaboration with the Secretaries of 
the appropriate Federal land management agencies, shall coordinate a 
uniform policy for all public Federal and tribal transportation facilities 
that shall apply to Federal lands transportation facilities, tribal 
transportation facilities, and Federal lands access transportation 
facilities.



Two Stage Approach



Domain & Technical Competencies



Equity through self-
determination and 
collaboration

1928 Indian Reservation Road Program created 
and administered by BIA

Tribal Self-Determination Policy in Federal 
Transportation Policy and Law
• Shift from Termination Policy

Indian Self Determination and Education 
Assistance Act of 1975

Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency 
Act of 1991
• Self-Determination Policy applies to transportation 

program and funds in BIA

FAST Act 2015 applied Self-Determination and 
Self-Governance to DOT



Tribes Manage Transportation 
Infrastructure



Existing Road and Bridge System

Ownership 2017 Mileage 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 31,394 
Tribal 27,971 
State 23,865 
Local Government (County, City, Township) 70,930 
Other 9,896 
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Tribal Management with Federal 
Standards and Requirements



Allignment of Policies



Research Objective



The process and intended outputs for this 
research are:



Questions
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