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Save lives, prevent injuries, and reduce 
economic costs due to road traffic crashes 

through education, research, safety 
standards and enforcement activity.

NHTSA’s Mission

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The core mission of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration is to save lives, prevent injuries and reduce economic and other social costs due to road crashes. NHTSA accomplishes its mission by developing and implementing educational, research, regulatory, and enforcement programs.



$242 Billion Economic Costs
Of Motor Vehicle Crashes 
(2010 Estimate)

Police-Reported Crashes
(2020 Estimate) 5,215,837

People Injured in Crashes
(2020 Estimate) 2,282,015

38,824Lives Lost in Crashes
(2020)
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Not pictured: The increased trend in fatalities in 2020 has continued into 2021. For the whole of 2021, a statistical projection of traffic fatalities shows an increase of about 10.5 percent as compared to reported fatalities in 2020.

Source: https://crashstats.nhtsa.dot.gov/Api/Public/ViewPublication/813298
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
-In terms of driving, note that there are different driving ages across different tribes (which is also different from the state driving age)
-Note the difference in living on/off reservation (driving on/off reservation) in terms of reporting of crashes—more likely to be reported if not on a reservation, though still very underreported across the board
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National Snapshot

• Trucks, specifically the Ford 150 are the 
highest selling vehicles in America

• In 2021, there were 787,422 F-Series 
trucks sold in America

• In 2020, the top three best selling 
vehicles were trucks 

• Out of the top twenty best selling 
vehicles in 2021, six of them are pick-up 
trucks



Seatbelt Usage 
and Crash Data
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Seatbelt Usage
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Crash Data 

• The data show that there is a higher 
probability of pick-up trucks being crashed in 
rural areas, despite passenger cars leading 
the number of crashes in non-rural areas
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Crash Data Across the U.S 



The Future of 
Pick-Up Trucks
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New Safety Features 

• New trucks across the market are adopting 
safety features including forward collision 
warning, AEB, lane keep assist, and lane 
departure warning

• Some of the newer pick-up trucks, including the 
2020 Honda Ridgeline, 2021 Ford F-150, 2021 
Ram 1500, have received 5 out of 5 stars for 
safety according to NHTSA’s safety rating 
system



Thank you!

Emily Smith 
emily.smith@dot.gov

Maggi Gunnels
maggi.gunnels@dot.gov

mailto:emily.smith@dot.gov
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